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Be aware — nesting season
for coastal birds has begun

AUDUBON FLORIDA

Sea, shore, and wading birds flock
to Florida’s coastline in the spring and
summer for breeding and nesting season.
Beach-nesting and other coastal birds
have begun laying eggs along Florida’s
coasts. Spring and summer mark critical
times of year for these vulnerable spe-
cies, as they must avoid human distur-
bance, storms, and predators to success-
fully raise their chicks.

While wading birds nest in coastal
trees, sea and shorebirds lay their eggs
right on the sand. They all perceive peo-
ple as a threat and will take flight when-
ever beachgoers, or their dogs, approach
too closely. Repeated human disturbance
often results in birds abandoning the col-
ony. If they can’t find a better location,
their nesting season is wasted.

These birds nest directly on the sand
and shell shoreline and are extremely
vulnerable to human disturbance. It is
important for boaters to heed signage
and avoid areas posted as “no trespass-
ing,” even if they don’t notice any birds.

How to help beach-nesting birds raise
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American Oystercatcher on its nest.

their next generation of chicks to adult-
hood:

e Respect posted areas, even if you
don’t see any birds inside.

e If birds dive-bomb you, carefully
move away as there may be a nest nearby.

e Ensure no trash or food remnants are
left behind, as this can attract predators.

¢ Keep dogs on a leash, on board your
boat or at home.

A nonprofit conservation organization
since 1905, Audubon believes in a world
in which people and wildlife thrive.
Learn more at www.FL.Audubon.org. H
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239-331-3880

b Www.vjsnaples.com

Join us along with the
Naples Chamber celebrating
the Grand Opening of
Naples newest jewelry store
on Thursday, May 5th, 2022,
from 5-7pm!

Vacation Jewelry
erucee
4910 Tamiami Trail N., Suite 212
Naples, FL 34103

Tanglewood Plaza
Between Snyderman and Outback
Light fare and beverages will be served.
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614- 205 0357 | 500 Terminal Drlve | Naples, FL 34104

Located in the North Road Terminal near control tower, Naples Airport
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ARE YOU PREPARED FOR 150+ MPH WINDS?
Ask Your Neighbors Who They Trust!

Over 36,000 Ilnmes Pmtectell in SW Florida!
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WE KNOW THAT YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS IS THE BIGGEST INVESTMENT YOU WILL MAKE.
We know that having choices is important to you and that is why we offer a variety of products for your protection.

Call Today to Schedule Your FREE HOME EVALUATION 239-226-4872

6360 TOPAZ COURT - FORT MYERS, FL
Monday-Friday 9am-5pm, Weekends by Appointment Only

www.ALUFABUSA.com OOQ®

We are state of Florida licensed, insured and bonded CGC1520459
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